December Shire Meeting

Where: THL Killian and THL Teka’s December 11th at 3:00 P.M 

If you need directions or information please call Teka.  

Fighter Practice has been moved to Sundays at 1:00. For questions call Killian at (760) 956-3217
This is the scorpion Tales, a free publication of the shire of Al-Sahid of the society for creative Anachronism, Inc, (S.C.A) It is not a corporation publication of the society for creative Anachronism, inc., and does not delineate S.C.A. polices.  Copyright2004@societyforCreativeAnachronism, Inc all rights reserved to authors and artists.

Except where otherwise stated, all articles in this publication may be reprinted without special permission on newsletter and other publications of branches of the S.C.S, inc. Subject to the following conditions: a) the text must be printed in tits entirety, without additions or changes.

b) The author’s name and an original publication credit must be printed with the text.

C) You must send a letter to the editor of this newsletter, stating which articles you have used, and in which publication the material has been reprinted. 
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[image: image1.wmf]
December 2004

Meeting minutes

Marshal- Nothing New

Archery- Nothing New

Arts and Science- Next craft night is Monday December 13th at THL Teka’s. The next Pentathlon meeting Jan. 19th at Lady Alix’s 

Chatelaine- working with one new person

Chronicler- needs stuff for scorpion tales send things to 

kiltek@earthlink.net 

Constable- not present

Exchequer- 5 checks and 2 deposits, ending balance 6168.84

Herald- Nothing new

List- issued 6 or 7 new cards.

Children- nothing new

Water Bearer- nothing new

Presentations- needs presentations for Queens Champion and Frost Dragon.

New Business- Next Shire meeting December 11th, 3:00 p.m.  A motion was made by Ryan to purchase a screened in day shade for the shire to use to cook in and possible eat in. The motion was seconded by Caitlin. All were in favor of, but before discussing cost, Ryan will go and price them.  Lady Alix would like to see if we could find a place to host a twelfth night. She will look into finding a suitable place before more discussion can occur.

Old Business- Crown 2005, Luncheon is being discussed, Merchants, insurance and site. Cooks servers and people to help set up are needed.  The Anniversary site is pending.  Proposed prizes for Anniversary are Heavy’s, basket hilt, and Rapier buckler, Archery a stand.  Working on the Demo Presentation.  Still no news on Kingdom War with the west. Althing is ready to go. Motion was made to spend $50. on supplies for Crown 2005. Everyone was in favor.  

Seneschal corner

Can you believe it is December already? The year is almost over. Christmas is just around the corner and the cooler weather is finally here. I am so enjoying it.


Just a note on our Shire Yule. Yes it will be at my house and it is pot Luck. The shire will purchase the ham and a Turkey as we have done for the past three years. If everyone brings a side dish or a desert we would have a wonderful feast. Last year there was so much wonderful food, I got full before I got to try everything. 

There will be a $10. gift exchange for the adults and a $5. gift exchange for the kids. The gifts for the exchange need to be SCA or craft related, please.  


A reminder we will be taking nominations for the new seneschal who will be elected in at our January meeting. That way I will have a few months to prepare them.  


Don’t forget that fighter practices are being held on Sundays at 1:00 for now, until it gets warmer at night. For more information contact THL Killian, 


Don’t forget that doomsday reports are due this month
A special thank you to Ulrich and Saher for coming to my rescue and giving me things for the newsletter


I hope to see or hear from you all soon.

Teka 

Candle Light

There is something mysteriously wonderful about the candle, the way it makes you think, wonder, listen, imagine, a moment you can control it, the next it controls you, the way it makes you feel when you have become frightened, it comforts, warms, amuses, and bewitches....... the candle is a wonderful thing, dancing gracefully to the wind.

My Persona

A personal look at Ulrich Heinrich of al-Sahid

A member of the Society for Creative Anachronisms

{Michael C. Donovan Sept. 2004}

Chapter 2

"My own dagger against my neck, how ironic," I thought. The brigand too my left was obviously a hired sword with my own dagger to my throat. He had long brown hair, French I would say. About my height, and wore an up kept highwaymen's jacket. The Innkeeper lay dead by the bar. The door that blocked the cold chill of the night lay scattered in the street, as the rest of the inn patrons had ran out in a fleet of fear. The man to my right held his crossbow bolt to my eye yelling something at me. He wore a stained linen coif. A Starkhafn crest lay at t he back of coif with an obvious blood stained slit through it.  All I cared about was the man I had my right foot against his chest and my sword to his throat. Odd, I thought was why hadn't they killed me yet. It was a complete and utter blur. Mental glances of what had proceeded slowly came to mind. 


As I ate my grub of food. The innkeeper got into an argument with the three men, something about how much they had agreed to stay there for the night. Next time I looked up from my bowl, the man with my dagger had run a sword into the keeper. People screamed, ran, tables flew. I didn't care, till my table got bumped and my bowl went spinning to the floor. The highwaymen looking man plunged a crude looking schlagger into the innkeeper and proceeded to grab what was my pay for my food and stay for the night. I pulled my own sword and started towards the bar and my dagger. 


The third man; a bald headed beast of amazing quick stature, pulled a half and hand sword out. His red leather Armour made noise of his hidden chain mail. Ill proportioned clothing mocked the trio. Baldy, wanted to sword dance with me. A few flicks between us both, metal clanging in the night as his companions looted the bar brought a great adrenaline rush to me. A few dirty kicks and punches from the fellow made me realize time to fight his fight. After a well-blocked sword swing from me, I punched him in the face with such ferocity, that he landed on his back. I wanted his head. Never did I ever let my emotions get to me like this. A well-trained swordsman knows himself. I stepped on his chest and lay my sword tip on his throat. 


I didn't see the other two move in to hold me at bay. The next morning, I awoke to the wonderful smell pork bacon and knowing that I had my family dagger back in its sheath. A sell-sword I had become once again. There was some honor amongst these brigands. They weren't just thieves. They were there to rob, but not without a fight. Farther south from Starkhafn borders and towards the toll roads that led to al-Sahid met with rich bounties. I never out right murdered anyone. But, raise a sword to me was level ground. Many a hapless victims of ours, I knocked them out. I did what I thought I could to survive. Until we caught wind of the Kingdom's talk of dealing with us. Bring them on I thought, I needed new boots. Our first encounters were around May with a small scout party. I was caught well surprised whilst napping with two fellow hire-swords. A small dispatchment of lightly armored men of five came upon us and I snatched my sword up an unarmored! 


Several minutes later, four scouts lay dead and we interrogated the fifth. Several minutes later, we found the scouts to be hailing from the local Shire of al-Sahid. Their local marshal was the Queen's Champion and was setting forth to deal with us. We had over thirty men strong and sent the scout on that we would be waiting. Two more royal tax caravans and three weeks went by. Two more weeks of tax collector raids and I would be set to go my own way. Six days later it happened. While I had command of the division for the day, setting the tax collector caravan of seven people on their way and eight of their guards lay about, their came a great thunder and yell. "Gaelic.... oh great, an Irish commander...," I thought. Twelve men..... it took only twelve men, to turn the brigade group of thirty-eight men, down to me in chains. I was later to learn this Queen's Champion at the time, was Lord Killian Mac Taggert, a squire of Kyr Yaroslav the Persistent, dispatched me. He must have seen something in me to spare me........
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From the Army of Caid list

As most of you know I have been working on promoting a war between the kingdom of the West and Caid.  The idea has generally been very well received.  
 

Under our current schedule of events, Estrella is the only "war" big enough to keep Caid's army together in battle.  The imbalanced sides at Estrella generally allow even the most tactically challenged among us to foresee the outcome.  Great western has attempted to become an inter kingdom war, however its' location far from the populations of our neighboring kingdoms makes that unlikely.  It is further handicapped by a date most people do not generally get a holiday from work.
 

A war with the West gives us the potential for an event with roughly even sides where we can fight as an army and a kingdom.  
 

Following is the proposal that was sent to the crowns and seneschals of both kingdoms.  If we are not successful in getting it on the 2005 calendar we will go for 2006.
 

If you are interested in helping please let me know.
 

 Caid / West War Proposal

 

Caid and the West have shared a border free of dispute for far too long.  It is time that we meet in battle once again.  

 War is in the long-term best interest of both kingdoms.  It will help us build and strengthen our armies, our artisans and the general population.  This event has the potential to be financially beneficial to our kingdoms.  It will generate a closer relationship between Caid and our parent kingdom, the West.

 

Creating a successful intra kingdom event will require:

 

1. A date that allows a large number of people to attend.  That means a national holiday weekend.  The best available option being Labor Day weekend, September 1 through 5, 2005. 

2. A location central to both kingdoms with good weather potential on the selected weekend.  Live Oak Camp in Santa Barbara will fit our needs well. This 40-acre camp is 15 miles northeast of Santa Barbara and 15 miles southwest of Solvang approximately five miles from Cachuma Lake Recreation Area. The camp shares its entrance off Highway 154 with Rancho San Marcos Golf Course. Live Oak is reservable for large group functions only. There are hot showers, restrooms, a roofed kitchen and eating area seats 250 guests. The park features: BBQ grills, bird watching, equestrian trails, group picnic areas, hiking trails, restrooms, tent or RV camping. The web site for the park is at:
http://www.sbparks.org/Scripts/ParksDetail.asp?ParkID=9 

3. A staff.  Baroness Isidora E'll'eva (Tracy Sain) and Lord Ruslan Kievskii (Ruslan Batenko) have volunteered to be Co-Autocrats.  They both have considerable experience running this type of event and are currently working with a committee to develop this war.

      Creating this event will require some calendar and      

      Event changes in both kingdoms.

 This will create some difficulty on both sides of the border but I believe it will prove worthwhile.

 

 

Tentative budget for a Caid / West War at Live Oak Camp

 Santa Barbara California

 

 

Park Cost




$7500.00

 

Battlefield – 




$1000.00


Hay bales 






Air Horns


Water bearing equipment



 

Port-a-potties




$3000.00

 

Gate Equipment



$1500.00


Tent


Office Equipment


Lighting


Publications





 

Trash





$1500.00


Pick-up schedule


Trash bags


Extra dumpsters

 

Arts and Sciences Classes


$500.00


Pavilion


Tables and Chairs


Supplies

 





Subtotal
$15,000.00


 

Unaccounted for expenses 


$ 5000.00

 






Total
$20,000.00

 

  Gate fee $35.00 per person (extra 3.00 for non-member)

 

500 x 35 
= 17,500.00 – a loss of $2,500.00

750 x 35 
= 26,250.00 – a profit of $6,250.00

1000 x 35 
= 35,000.00 – a profit of $15,000.00

1500 x 35 
= 52,500.00 (our personal goal) - a profit of $32,500.00

 

 Thank you,

Sir Patrick O’Malley
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Doomsday Reports are due. Everyone has one to do except for Presentations office and Exchequer.  Exchequer report is due after the New Year.  Please CC a copy to me for my records.

Send your reports to the kingdom officer that hold you’re like office. For example Water bearer send report to kingdom chirurgeon, Archery send to master of archers. If you have any question or need help writing these report please call me so we can get them in before the due date. Lets make an effort to get them all in on time this year. 

                           [image: image4.wmf]
Does this really count?
 
A synopsis of Counting Boards and Abaci.
 As humans our tendency has been to count using the Decimal system.  The word Decimal has as its root the Latin word decci or deci.  Decci stands for ten. (pronounced "Dechy - soft 'e' hard 'y'" in Latin & Italian) And for most groups of ancient peoples the ten stood for the number of fingers you have.
We all know the French would use their toes; thankfully there are ten of those in most cases as well. You don't need to look Davi, just trust me on this. I'm no expert but it is always fun to share what little I know with friends.
I've had an interest in making an abacus, here's some of what I have found. Many of us have seen "modern" Abaci being used.  Typically we see them being used by people associated with China.  That is why I was interested.  My persona had mingled with the Mongols near Constantinople.  Many of the
things he would have encountered had a decidedly "Oriental" flavor.  I wanted to make an "Oriental" abacus. I was very surprised to discover that most scholars do not believe the Abacus came from China originally.  They also suppose that it migrated East rather late in our history.  The first
known "counting board" was a Marble tablet called the "Salamus Tablet" found in 1899 on the Island of Salamus.  It is a marked with 2 sets of vertical
lines dividing the piece into 10 columns, a horizontal line crossing the columns and Greek characters labeling the columns across the top. This counting board has been dated to about 300 BC.  WOW!! That is old!
 
So what the heck is an Abacus, why does it exist?  
Perhaps first we say what it is not.  It is NOT a calculator.  The users had to "Cipher" in their heads. So if it doesn't calculate, what does it do?  It holds the result of calculations made.  According to what I've been reading; at the time these devices first came into use, humans hadn't really invented numbers, as we know them.  We didn't even have a Zero.  No wonder we needed help.  We were using fingers and toes, and we couldn't find a zero.  Hence the counting boards and abaci were used to assist in counting, keeping track of counts and recording results for use in other counts.  In a pinch you could probably use the
board as a plate.  
 Ok, serious stuff now: here's a time-line with some of the different types
of counting devices that have been around a while.  
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This timeline shows the evolution from the earliest counting board to the
present day abacus.
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Ancient Times: circa 500 B.C - c. 500 A.D. 
During Greek and Roman times, counting boards, like the Roman Hand-Abacus, that survive are constructed from stone and metal. Remember the Roman Empire fell about 600 AD.  
  _____  
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Middle Ages: c. 500 A.D - c. 1400 A.D. 
This is the area I'm now interested in.  Wood was the primary material from which counting boards were manufactured; the orientation of the beads switched from vertical to horizontal. As arithmetic (counting using written numbers, not toes) gained popularity in the latter part of the Middle Ages
the use of the abacus began to diminish in Europe. 
Davi, please put your shoes back on..... thanks.
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Modern Times: c. 1200 A.D - present 


The abacus as we know it today, appeared on reruns of Bonaza and was used by 'Hop Sing' to smack Little Joe.  No wait, it really appeared about 1200 A.D. in China; in Chinese, it is called suan-pan. (see they used it as feast gear too) On each rod, this classic Chinese abacus has 2 beads on the upper deck
and 5 on the lower deck; such an abacus is also referred to as a 2/5 abacus. The 2/5 style survived unchanged until about 1850 at which time the 1/5 (one bead on the top deck and five beads on the bottom deck) abacus appeared. Circa 1600 A.D., use and evolution of the Chinese 1/5 abacus was begun by the Japanese via Korea. In Japanese, the abacus is called soroban. The 1/4
abacus, a style preferred and still manufactured in Japan today, appeared circa 1930. The 1/5 models are rare today and 2/5 models are rare outside of China (excepting Chinese communities in North America and elsewhere). It is thought that early Christians brought the abacus to the East (note the
vertical direction of both the suan-pan and the Roman hand-abacus). The Russian abacus, was invented in the 17th century (Probably by one of Lady Teka's great grand kids) and still in use today, is called a schoty. (Don't try to pronounce schoty after drinking a glass of wine) So does this really count?  I should say it does.  Don't hold me to a date, but I wouldn't be surprised if we don't have an A&S night built around making and using an Al-Sahid Abacus or Counting board.  I'll keep playing with the idea and we'll see what surfaces.
 
Enjoy the Holidays everyone.  Be safe and have fun.
 
Saher de Wahull


 I regret to say that I have misplaced the citation for the graphics I have used. I did not create them myself, and as I find the author I will give just credit.
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