April Shire Meeting

When: April 3rd 3:00 p.m at Lady Jane and Greg's home.  9032 Buckthorn, Hesperia.  Fighter practice will be before the meeting at 11:00 a.m at Killian and Teka's.
If you need directions or information please call Teka at 

Fighter Practice is Sundays at 1:00 on normal Sundays. For questions call Killian 
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Meeting minutes

Marshal- Spear caps need to be removable on the butt spike end. So they can be checked to insure they are made correctly.

Archery- Looking for a Deputy

Arts and Science- Next craft night is April 12th at 6:30 p.m. at Killian and Teka’s.   Lady Kiena will be teaching us a fiber skill.

Chatelaine- not Present

Chronicler- Thank you for all the wonderful articles that you all have been sending me, keep them coming. 

Constable- Looking for a Deputy

Exchequer- looking for someone to take it. Lady Magdalene Murry said she would take it.  Beginning balance $5,754.15 ending $5,609.15 several checks still out.

Herald- looking for someone to take it. Next meeting is April 24th 

List- ready for the shire anniversary.

Children- Ready for Shire Anniversary

Water Bearer- nothing new

Presentations- will have baskets for the special games prizes on site March 26th. 

New Business- 

A motion was made by THL Ludwig to purchase more eric poles for the shire's eric, seconded by Lady Katherine, all were in favor. THL Teka will be the autocrat for Highland War. Looking for an Co-Autocrat. The next shire meeting is on April 3rd at 3:00 p.m.  Lady Jane, and Greg's home. 

Old Business- Remember to bring the food for the progressive luncheon at the Anniversary. Starts at 12:30. We will need 10 hay bails for the archery area. Prizes are all in order. Greg will take the trailer to the site, Easter egg supplies and special games supplies are all ready. 

Crown: A motion was made by Lady Magdalene to use the money that was allocated for A/S that is not needed to be used to rent supplies for Privy Council. The shire will be purchasing the roses that their majesties required for the rose tournament at crown (150). Lord Davi and Lady Magdalene will tow the trailer to the site. THL Teka is taking care of the eric reservations.

 Other Business: None
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Seneschals corner

Changing Of The Guard

Well, by now THL Teka will have stepped down from the office of Seneschal and I will have taken the office.  I can only hope to be half the officer she was.  She is a hard act to follow.  (And she’ll be there to bop me on the head if I drift.)

As most of you know, I have been in and out of the SCA for close to 33 years.  I actually never felt “out” of the SCA, just on a hiatus while other things in my life happened.  During most of the time I was active, I was always affiliated with shires.  Shires are the smallest, independent unit of the SCA.  I think that “independent” is the key word.  They weren’t beholding to a larger bureaucracy of a barony, and had lesser obligations to Kingdom.  We got to play more and enjoy the game.  

Being small, however, means that when we DO have an event to run, EVERYONE ends up working.  When everyone pitches in, the work doesn’t fall to just a few people and we can help our shire members avoid burnout.

This will be a very busy year for us.  Four events.  Luckily, the planning stage is getting easier each year, as we are keeping better records from the previous years and end up “tweaking” what we did last year.  The biggest strain will always be getting people to man all the necessary shifts of Troll, Waterbearers, and Firewatch.  Please do your part and sign up in advance for these posts, so the autocrat can get that concern off their mind.

I look forward to laughter and the camaraderie in the future and the memories that it creates.



Lord Ryan
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“April Shire Birthdays”

Greg Battencourt


4/14

Lady Jane de Sealynn

4/18

Melissa Custer



4/2

Lord William MaCrae

4/25
The Shire of Al-Sahid Wishes you all

Very Happy Birthday!
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Feud

Sometimes I feel I need to punch you in the eye,

And I hope your hair will be eaten by a goat,

Between us I dig a moat,

Cross this line you will be eaten up,

The water is poisond,

 I have had enough,

Your castle here, my castle there,

And together we stare,

As it would appear,

Our troop growing near,

A tear of sadness and madness,

Once best friends, now so crude,

Because of our silly feud,

A feud that started just days ago,

When it will end I do not know,

Between our lines a friend does step a toe,

Now in the middle of our feud a helpless doe,

Once friends, now so crude,

Because of our silly feud.

By Alexis
"Hyronimus Anonymous"

Today I was remembering a piece of doggerel I read years ago in a book of
English poetry. It was an anonymous piece found on a 16th Century dog collar
and has stuck with me all these years.

My master is the Lord of Kew.
Pray tell me, Sir, whose dog are you?

Silly little rhyme, but, if you stop and think a minute, it says much about
16th Century London.  First it suggests that if a person found the dog
wondering, he might expect a small reward of some sort from the Lord of Kew
for the return of the Lord's property.  It is also a very early example of
an identification tag for a pet and shows that, even in Elizabethan England,
a pet animal had value beyond a monetary one.

The second line tells you exactly who might be out on the streets of London
to come in contact with a lost dog.  I don't believe that the author of this
little two-line poem was using the male prerogative (when one does not know
the gender of the person being addressed, it is customary to use the
masculine--something that has become almost obsolete in modern America to
the detriment of our language). It tells you who might be on the streets in
those days.  Definitely not ladies, but servants on errands, street vendors,
footpads and varlets.  And, of course, "whose dog are you?" shows the
importance of status in the 16th Century.  If you were not nobility you must
be owned by someone of the noble class, or, God Forbid!, the dreaded
merchant class.

Next time you come across a piece of writing from an earlier period, I hope
you'll think what it's telling you about the atmosphere of the times, what
it's telling you about the customs and habits of our forefathers.  (I really
like Tolkien's term "long fathers".)  Might help you to add more color to
your SCA personna.

Hyronimus Anonymous

The Religious World

During the Middle Ages, Christian missionaries finally reached the far corners of Europe, and completed a process of conversion that had been going on for hundreds of years. It is, however, hard to find out exactly what people believed in and more people went to church then, as compared to today’s numbers of churchgoers. They also gave money to assist in the building and decorating of their churches, and support their local priests and charities.

However, sometimes, their Christian beliefs were mixed with the remnants of their old, pagan beliefs, and their understanding of the Church’s religious teachings were often confused.

The Role of the Church

The Church was the most powerful institution in medieval Europe. Unlike kings and princes, it could not die, and was not easily overthrown. Instead, it lasted from generation to generation and the head of the western Church was the Pope (Bishop of Rome). (Christians in eastern Europe obeyed a different leader, based in Constantinople – present day Istanbul).


The Pope ruled over a group of powerful Church officials in all the countries of Europe, and there was frequent and sometimes, bloody quarrels between the Pope, his officials and the local rulers when they disagreed over political issues, or on some matters of Church business.


In England, King Henry the First gave orders for the English Archbishop, Thomas Becket, to be murdered, because Becket had sided with the Pope and disobeyed the king.

The Wealth of the Church

The Church was the largest landowner in Europe. Wealthy, pious men and women gave land, houses farms and other land parcels to the Church as they hoped this gift would assure them of a place in Heaven. They also won fame and admiration among their fellow Christians while they were still alive. Kings, queens, and wealthy nobles competed with one another to build the most beautiful chapel, or the noblest church tower. They also gave many rich and precious gifts to the Church and cathedrals, and in some cases, contributed large sums of money to pay for architects and artisans to design a whole new building in the latest, most fashionable style.

Christian Art

There are many religious treasures that have survived from the Middle Ages; gold and silver crosses, pagan icons, brilliant stained glass, fine carvings and statues; relics f saints in jewel-studded boxes, and wonderfully decorated manuscripts containing Bible stories, hymns and prayers,


The Book of Hours, or Book of Kells, is a fine example of art and writing…

Artisans, and monks and nuns who worked in the religious communities of an abbey or nunnery often produced these surviving examples of religious object d’ art.

By Seamus o' Blackhawke

Religion in the Middle Ages

The predominant religious belief was Catholicism; due in part to the fact that the Roman Catholic Church was the predominant religious factor, and that various kingdoms allied with an institution that seemed to be unshakable and undefeatable.

Hierarchy in the Church was as follows:

The Pope – the Church’s main spokesperson for God and for the penitents to talk to God.

Cardinals and Archbishops – the envoys of the Pope, usually charged with the major decision making and aiding of the Pope in his duties.

Bishop – a very high position to hold within the Church. Often, the Bishop made policy when he could not, nor had no contact with the hierarchy within the Church proper.

Priests and Abbots/Abbesses – the most common form of religious figure. An abbot or abbess would be in charge of an abbey (often the county’s seat of religious power). Priests would conduct most of the rituals associated with the Church.

Friars – the more common figure seen in the countryside. Usually traveling great distances, these men were often local figures that enacted the powers and orders of the Church.

Deacons and lesser figures: Monks and nuns. Monks were often educated in manuscript writing, and art, as well as some languages. Nuns would often be found running nunneries, where wealthy and poor alike would have their children brought up in the “shadow” of the Church.

 By Seamus o' Blackhawke
May the flowers within you bloom!
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